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Folds of Honor 2021  
Raises $700,000 for  

Families of Fallen Heroes

IT BEGAN WITH Lieutenant Colonel Dan 
Rooney’s flight home from his second tour 
of duty in Iraq. An F-16 fighter pilot in the 

Oklahoma Air National Guard, he became pain-
fully aware of the realities families face when a 
loved one in uniform is fallen or disabled. As his 
flight landed, the pilot announced they carried the 
remains of Corporal Brock Bucklin on board. Lt. 
Colonel Rooney watched as Corporal Bucklin’s 
twin brother walked somberly alongside the flag-
covered casket to meet his family on the tarmac. 
Among them was the deceased Corporal’s young 
son, Jacob. Since that night, Lt Col Rooney has 
committed his life—through the Folds of Honor—
to provide scholarships to spouses and children of 
America’s fallen and disabled service members. 
Jacob Bucklin became the first Folds of Honor 
scholarship recipient in 2007.

This cause is deeply important to Bill Schey of 
Barrington. Some years ago, he and wife Connie 

HONOR THEIR SACRIFICE. EDUCATE THEIR LEGACY. 

attended the dedication of a plaque at Fenton 
High School in Bensenville that honored nine of 
his classmates and friends who died in Vietnam. 
Unlike Schey, who joined the Marines after col-
lege—helping Marines who return to transition to 
civilian life—his classmates entered the military 
following high school graduation. “It got me 
thinking about all they never had,” he said. “We 
have lived these great, long lives and these guys 
never got to experience any of that.” 

Schey took a picture of the plaque and emailed 
it to his former classmates, who noticed a name 
was missing. Danny Lynch, a Marine and boy-
hood friend of Schey’s, gave his life at 20 years 
old. Schey had the plaque remade, with Lynch’s 
name added, and organized another service for 
family and friends. Moved by the experience, 
Connie Schey ran a 10K that Memorial Day, 
raising $14,000 for Folds of Honor. The following 
year, she raised $73,000. Since then, Connie and 

Bill Schey and their large group of loyal sponsors, 
volunteers, and participants max out the annual 
Barrington-based Folds of Honor golf outing fun-
draisers—both in attendance (the events sell out 
quickly) and the generous donations. Golf tour-
naments and ceremonies are held at the Biltmore 
and Barrington Hills Country Clubs. 

A TRUE PATRIOT
“USMC veteran Bill Schey has exemplified what it 
is to be a true patriot,” said Folds of Honor Chi-
cago Chapter President, Kelly Douglass. “Folds of 
Honor is truly indebted to Bill’s selfless dedica-
tion with helping us forever change the lives of 
hundreds of families of America’s bravest patriots. 
Since 2017, Bill has selflessly dedicated his time 
and effort towards spearheading golf tournaments 
in both Chicago and Southwest Florida, ultimately 
raising over $4.5 million for our military families. 
The most recent event in Barrington raised ap-
proximately $700,000, our top fundraiser of the 
year! Folds of Honor graciously thanks Bill for his 
service to our country and for helping change the 
lives of our military families,” Douglass said. To 
learn more, visit chicago.foldsofhonor.org.

PURPOSE & PARTY

Marine Corps Color Guard

Sgt. Ryan Fithian USMC joins Bill Schey  
and Kelly Douglass.

In back, Cindy Cowdry and Angela LLerana. In 
front, Connie Schey and Karen Casey.
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 Kris Jankowski, Jim Kane, Mike Stathakis,  
Bill Menke, Dan Kuesis, and Dan Koob

Joe Pringle, Russ Scurto, Richard Wickstrom,  
Skip Gianopulos, and Colin Wickstrom

The Folds of Honor volunteer committee.

Left: The Missing Man Table 
is set to represent the  

13 Service men and women 
recently killed at Kabul 

Airport. Below: Schey’s 10 
friends and classmates that 

did not return from Vietnam. 

Folds of Honor is an immensely popular event each summer. 


