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2026 SPRING CULTURAL SEASON
Barrington’s White House

Don't miss the many excellent offerings at
Barrington’s White House this New Year,
including the gth annual Town Warming with
Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Women'’s Night
Out, 4th Annual Barrington Health & Wellness
Summit, The Great Barrington Puzzle Swap,
return of classical musicians Marta and

Ani Aznavoorian, and so much more. Visit
barringtonswhitehouse.org for upcoming
events and to purchase tickets. This venue is
also available for private events. Call 224-512-
4282 to learn more.

DANCING WITH THE BARRINGTON STARS
Bacoa

Avante Banquets

Saturday, February 7

6 p.m.

Six Star teams will take to the dance floor in a
friendly competition all in the name of raising
funds for Bacoa. Tickets include dinner, open
bar, and the hottest show in town! It may be
obvious who the best dancers are, but winners
will be decided based on funds raised to
support Bacoa as they care for older adults
and their families and caregivers. Tickets
available at bacoa.org. Contact Janine O’Leary
at 847-381-5030 for more information.

CALYPSO CARNIVAL: CALYPSO, LATIN
JAZZ, AND POP

The Presbyterian Church of Barrington
Saturday, February 7

7 p.m.

Music on the Hill (MOTH) Free Concert Series
at the Presbyterian Church of Barrington is a
community concert series for the Barrington
area. MOTH features professional musical
guests from a variety of genres, including
classical, jazz, folk, and global music. Join us
to celebrate Mardi Gras with Caught Steelin’
steel drum Ensemble. Playing a wide range
of musical styles including traditional calypso,

Latin jazz, reggae, and arrangements of pop
and rock favorites, Caught Steelin’ is a steel
drum ensemble based in Chicago. Alumni

of the University of Illinois, the members of
Caught Steelin’ began performing calypso
music together as a student ensemble. Years
later, they reformed in Chicago. The band’s
shared love of baseball drives their frequent
collaborations with Major League, Minor
League, and indie baseball teams, while paying
respect to the traditional music of Trinidad and
Tobago. For more information, contact Kirsten
Hedegaard, Director of Music, Presbyterian
Church of Barrington: kirsten@pcbarrington.
org

CHICAGO: TEEN EDITION, MUSICAL
Lake Zurich High School Theater

Lake Zurich Performing Arts Center
Thursday, February 12, 13, 14, 15
Times Below

Lake Zurich High School (LZHS) Theatre
Department is proud to present Chicago:

Teen Edition, a bold and captivating musical
that brings jazz, satire, and show-stopping
choreography to the stage. This production is
directed by Nick Juknelis and performed by
LZHS students. Based on the hit Broadway
musical, Chicago: Teen Edition tells the
captivating story of ambition, fame, and justice
in the roaring 1920s. It follows rival performers,
Roxie Hart and Velma Kelly, as they compete
for the spotlight, weaving together themes

of power, corruption, and resilience. As the
characters navigate the complexities of the
justice system and the allure of fame, the
show explores the blurred lines between right
and wrong. Adapted specifically for young
performers, Chicago: Teen Edition preserves
the wit, style, and unforgettable music of the
original, while ensuring that the content is
suitable for young adults and older audiences.
This adaptation brings the vibrancy of Chicago
to life for a broader age range, making it an
engaging experience for teens and beyond.
The show runs Thursday, Feb. 12 at 7 p.m.,
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Friday, Feb. 13 at 7 p.m., Saturday* Feb. 14 at 7
p.m., and Sunday, Feb. 15 at 2 p.m. Tickets are
$12 for adults, $10 for children, students, or
seniors, and $8 for group sales. Visit: 1zgs.0rg/
pac for tickets and more info. *The Saturday
performance features American Sign Language
interpretation.

Volunteers for DAR Wreaths Across America at
Barrington’s Evergreen Cemetery. Photo: Bob Lee
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A DECADE OF FARMING FOR CSAS,
MARKETS AND LOCAL RESTAURANTS
Garden Club of Inverness

All Saints Church, Palatine

Thursday, February 19

10:15 a.m.

Dan Pilguy is the owner and operator of
Arlington Crest Farms and is entering his
10th year of business in Palatine. He has had
many incredible experiences, grown produce
for and at local food establishments, and
learned a great deal along the way. Dan will
return to share his trials and tribulations
over the past decade as a suburban farmer.
He will share what he has learned, including
best practices as a grower, how he has
developed his business to meet the needs
of local consumers, and his hopes for future
endeavors to make a lasting impact in the
community. Join us at All Saints Church at
639 South Quentin Road in Palatine. All are
encouraged to attend; there is no charge.

LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION
Barrington Chinese Immersion Council
Barrington High School

Saturday, February 28

1-4p.m.

The Barrington Chinese Immersion Council

is excited to celebrate Lunar New Year with
students, family, and staff from District 220’s
K-12 Chinese Immersion program. New this
year, all members of the Barrington area
community and beyond are invited to join in
the festivities! The celebration will include
beloved cultural traditions and highlight
Barrington’s free Chinese Immersion language
program. This family friendly event will feature
Chinese and Asian arts and crafts, cultural
performances, and experiences for all ages.
$15 admission tickets will be available for
purchase beginning in January. Please join

us for the festivities! For more information,
contact Leeann Chang at 847-341-7646 or
Erin Lales at 847-651-4833. Visit: bcic220.0rg/
event/lunar-new-year-2026/

GIGI'S PLAYHOUSE ANNUAL ‘I HAVE A
VOICE’ GALA

GIGI'S PLAYHOUSE

Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center
Hotel

Saturday, February 28

Starts at 5 p.m.

1 S‘py Success in 2026!

“BAcC Annual Dinner & Scholarship Fundraiser

L.ive Music/Online Auction

Dress as your Favorite Spy, Super Sleuth, Detective, or Businesé'baédal!

Tickets $80 Per person

5:30 PM: Cash bar
Complimentary Bottle of Red/White Wine at Each Table
Live Music
6:00 PM: Dinner Buffet
7:00 PM: Awards
Online Auction benefitting BACC Scholarship Fund

For information on SPONSORSHIPS and
Marketing Opportunities - Email Suzanne@Barringtonchamber.com
PLEASE DONATE to the BACC Scholarship Fundraiser!

“To Register visit BarringtonChamber.com

GiGi’'s Playhouse invites you to its annual “i have
a voice” Gala, celebrating the achievements

of individuals with Down syndrome and the
global impact of GiGi's Playhouse, the only
international network of Down Syndrome
Achievement Centers. Guests will enjoy dinner,
dancing, surprise guests, and live music from
the award-winning Bluewater Kings Band.

The evening will be co-hosted by actress and
advocate Amanda Booth and GiGi Gianni, the
organization’s 23-year-old namesake.

Funds raised will support GiGi's Playhouse

by providing more than 400,000 hours of

FREE educational, therapeutic, and career-
development programs for individuals
with Down syndrome. For tickets, and
sponsorshlps visit glglsp\ayhouse org/gala.
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Volunteers help unload Christmas trees at Hager Country Market.
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Chicagoland FSHD
Chapter s on
the Map!

ON SEPTEMBER 13, 2025, at
Citizens Park, Joanne Dalessandro
and her “Joanne’s Warriors” team
joined several other teams for the
Chicagoland FSHD Walk. “I am proud
to say we are putting Barrington

and the Chicagoland FSHD Chapter
on the map,” Dalessandro said. This

walk raised over $203,000 which
was the largest amount again, following a previous walk in Barrington, in
the nation. The national FSHD conference will be held in Chicago at the
Hyatt O’Hare from June 26-28. For more information, contact Joanne
Dalessandro at 847-502-7794 or joanne@fshd-cure.org.

HARPS Happy Ever After Rescue

HOOVED ANIMAL RESCUE & PROTECTION SOCIETY (HARPS), a 501(c)
(3) organization dedicated to the rescue and rehabilitation of horses
and hooved animals, has fulfilled a little girl's Christmas wish. On

November 19, HARPS rescued a horse and a pony from Missouri. They
were thin and in need of hoof and veterinary care. Over the last month,
HARPS has worked to gain the animals’ trust and lift their spirits, while
providing the care they needed. The HARPS team was concerned
about finding this horse and pony a home, as they are older and have
unknown backgrounds. Until fate stepped in.

Several weeks ago, the Bower family from Arcola, lllinois, tragically
lost their pony, Rosie, to a hit and run accident. This loss not only
affected 4-year-old GiaVonna Bower, but left Rosie’s quarter horse
mare companion alone and missing her loving pasture mate. Whitney
Bower, GiaVonna's mother, searched to find her daughter a new pony
to love and found HARPS. On December 21, at the HARPS Farm, Santa
and his elves delivered “Frosty” into the loving arms of 4-year-old
GiaVonna, whose family is making the three-hour trek from Arcola just
in time for Christmas. For more, contact Ronda Ewing at 847-312-4975
or email ronda.mustang@gmail.com
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From left: Pam MacGillivray, Susan Erickson, Lauri Mitchell, fudi Ray (president),
Nancy Kaye, Shirley Putman, and Joette Brown

Garden Club of Inverness 2025 Luncheon

ON THURSDAY, Dec. 4, 2025, the Garden Club of Inverness hosted its
“Enchanted Forest” luncheon at Medinah Country Club. Nancy Kaye and
Pam MacGillivray chaired the event which capped off the club’s 8sth
Anniversary Year celebrations. The Great Room had been transformed
into a magical woodland scene by Shirley Putman and her crew. Raffle
packages, a silent auction, Enchanting Treasures grab bags, and a variety
of handcrafted trees were offered. Event proceeds fund scholarships
for students living in the Palatine and Barrington High School Districts
who will pursue careers in horticulture or related fields. The scholarship
application process is available at gardenclubinverness.com. The club
meets on the third Thursday of the month, Aug.— Nov. and Feb.— April
at All Saints Lutheran Church in Palatine, at 9:30 a.m. The meetings are
free to attend.

From left: Mike Lall of AED Professionals, Officer Rick Sjodin, Chief Kyle Ingebrigtsen,
Jordan Kraus, and Officer Larry Martin.

AED PROFESSIONALS recently donated choking rescue devices to the
Inverness Police Department, providing enough units for every squad
car, the Police Station, and Village Hall. In moments when seconds
matter, these devices give officers another way to help someone in
distress before additional medical care arrives. The donation is a small,
but meaningful way for AED Professionals to support the men and
women who serve their communities every day and help keep people
safe when it matters most.
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INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR
FOSTER CARE & ADOPTION

Barrington Area Chamber of
Commerce Announces 2026
Board of Directors

THE BARRINGTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (BACC) has
announced the election of its new 2026 Board of Directors to be inducted
at the BACC Annual Dinner Celebration & Scholarship Fundraiser on
Thursday, January 29, from 5:30-9:30 p.m. at Avante Banquets &
Conference Center in Fox River Grove (see page 63).

The annual event attracts local business, community, and governmental
leaders to raise funds for the BACC Lauren Brown Memorial Scholarship
Fund and small business programming. Access to bidding on silent auction
items in advance of the event will be available in January 2026. The public
is invited to participate at barringtonchamber.com.

“Established in 1969, BACC has focused on providing value and
opportunity, building community partnerships, and creating a prosperous
local economy,” said BACC President/CEO Suzanne Corr. “Our BACC
Board Members are the cornerstone of our mission.”

The 2026 Board of Directors includes a cross-section of business
leaders representing a broad range of local businesses. BACC Board
Members help develop programs and resources to serve the local business
community and impact the prosperity of the Barrington area.

2026 Board Members

Executive Committee Officers: Robert Finley, Virtue Asset Management-
BACC Chairperson; Linda Gump, JOVIE Nannies + Sitters and College
Tutors—=First Vice Chair; Zach Witt, ilumen Solar-Second Vice Chair;

Jon Stickney, Barrington Bank & Trust-Treasurer; Dr. Reinhold Llerena,
Ascension Medical Group-Past Chair; Suzanne Corr, BACC President/
CEO-Secretary. Returning Board Members: Linda Fine, Buckley

Fine Law; Jennifer Hissa, Greater Chicago Kitchen & Bath; Rob Jones,
Huntington National Bank; Kyle Kick, BStrong Together; Brett Koenig,
Acrisure; Paul Maloney, KRH Restaurant & Garden; Julie Mayer, Advocate
Aurora Health; Ellaine Sambo-Reyther, BMO Wealth Management. New
Board Member for a 3-year term (Ending Dec. 2028): Jen Frey, Buehler
YMCA. Advisory Board Members: Scott Anderson, Village of Barrington;
Dr. Craig Winkelman, Barrington 220; Mike Dropka, Village of South
Barrington; Darice Trout, Harper College; John Christian, Chief, Barrington
Fire Department.

BACC recently recognized two retiring Board Members for their
passion and commitment to serving the business community: Armen
Kholamian, Junk King Barrington, and Bryan McGonigal, McGonigal's/
Long Story Short Pub. “These individuals have been an integral part of
the growth and success of the Barrington Area Chamber of Commerce,”
said BACC President/CEO Suzanne Corr. “They have devoted hundreds of
hours of service to the business community, to volunteering at community
events, and to mentoring and assisting other BACC members. We are so
grateful for the imprint they have made on BACC.”
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