QUINTESSENTIAL BARRING TON BY BARBARA L. BENSON

WiTHIN THESE WALLS:
SPIRIT, SURVIVAL, AND

CELEBRATION

BARRINGTON IN THE PANDEMIC OF 1918
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At am-:eunc- or the '\.ﬂ]ll.ige Board, Cct er 7, 1918, local
physicians presented the seriousness of thy epi idemic of IN-
FLUE.N::Arfo‘.lo'.ued By PNEUMO‘\IM. ang the necessity for
greater care {n the obsc"wncc of! qummt ¢ b; every ont,

. The lllinois Dcpanment of-Puwa. Health has declared

“Influenza 2 centagléus,’ lnu:llcut :.‘:d ccnmnmualn disesto  and
dangerous to public !m:dlp
Therefore, the Healt i Ofrccr and V :11:1& B(md l.rgf."lﬂ}
ICQLL“bt that the '01 owing be observed: |
_That we have no ualherll!:m tagither o "“’. people, pudlle
cr pm«a o (except puch as s necessary in carrying on business),
no school, no pL.hI' lunum'a.{l I:dgc or club me tlr'af, no geltmg
together | ngrca s, OT on the street or any place of business,
no intenmingling|of (‘hlldﬁ(‘ﬂ, ‘le: them play{in thelr own yards.)
2. Those whose busipesy cmlsthemtofuﬂgo daily are
requested to immediately confet with this commnitlee.

3. Itis Iurther requested that those sdrfenng from what

they SUppose Lo, L}e only -qcold, ‘lmmedmtcl'( report to this :

comm ittee and v¢luntanly placeltncmsclves nder quarantine
until the cold is cleared up, as it is practica ly impossible to

dmmgmsh between a common ¢old or the Qart of laflventa.
“A Quarantine \OE ONL} MEANS FOR YOUR FRIENDS

0 Sl' AY QUT, Bh]‘ FOR YO AND, YOUR I-‘A'.IILY TO BTAY IN.
- 5., To prevpnt this from warking a harfship on anyone
the Boy Scouts i in uniforn)' will| patrol the| streets to look
Iaftcr yaour \'.anls and get your wupplies. !

6. There isa grea. nked of women to Help in the homes .

of those who are sick. VJluri;cl:_m report'tg A. W. Meyer.

one to assist {n this work this| epidemic Will continue all

winter with an appalling lpss o* life. 'Thethorhrrﬁttee will

meet each evening a4 8 oc!oc:k at Meyer's store'{to hear re-

ports and oomplamts, and to taRe such meagures as become

©.necessary. | !

By ORDER OF Tm—: BARRINGTON VILLAG BOARD,

: || per weALTh caMMITTEE.

" Dr. W, S‘\uur, D1 z-!:r.r Harbee, A. W.l Meyer, E. S. Binlth,
B A ot Cnluna}hu:r }‘ Casdel

P | i

7. Unless each citizep mil{es himself [a .committee of
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IT IS SEPTEMBER 1918, and the “grandest house in Barrington” stands
empty after the deaths of its owners, Julia and John Robertson. The
Barrington Review is reporting that many in the community are sick
with influenza. With about 1,700 people, Barrington could not escape
the Spanish flu, then on a world-wide rampage from February 1918 to
April 1920 with its often-deathly aftermath of pneumonia.

A front page column on September 26, 1918, laid out the local situ-
ation: “Spanish influenza, which is sweeping the United States just at
present, has its effect in Barrington, and physicians report 15 cases up
to this morning. The situation is not alarming however, but precaution
should be taken to guard against its spreading. Those afflicted are
immediately under quarantine.

The Board of Health asks those who are ailing or who have the
disease to remain indoors. Sneezing, coughing and spitting in pub-
lic places help to spread the disease. Cover your mouth and nose
when you cough or sneeze and help to keep germs from spreading.
Children should play in their own yard. The board also suggests that
should you feel the disease coming on, to spray your throat with an
antiseptic solution or gargle.”

On October 1, the first of regular Health Bulletins was published
in the Review (see image). In early October, the president of the State
Board of Health called for a temporary hospital to be opened in
Barrington. The Robertson heirs stepped forward and offered their
parents former residence.

On October 17, the Review reported that “the community proved
to be willing and public spirited, loaning equipment and giving their
services so that within a few hours there was a fully furnished hospital
with doctors, nurses and patients. There were even two sailor boys
from the Great Lakes Naval Training Center who were familiar with
nursing influenza cases.”

John Cadwallader, secretary of the Village Board, helped to care
for the sick at the Robertson House. He recalled that he constantly
gargled clear Listerine and kept on going. By January 1919, the State
Health Board considered that the major threat had passed, and the
hospital was ordered closed. Four patients remained, with three
nurses and two sailors to care for them. Overall, the hospital had re-
ceived 123 patients and only one had died, considered by officials, a
remarkable record.

The magnificent house was returned to the Robertson heirs. In the
ensuing years it would be a residence, tea room and antique store;
from 1945 to 1968, the Barrington Rest Home; and lastly, Barrington
Realty Company. In 2007, it was acquired by the Village of Barrington.
The Village and many generous donors restored the Robertson House
to its original beauty. Now Barrington’s White House, it is a center for
community and family celebrations, and for the arts and humanities.
Its ballroom is alive once more with the sounds of words and music.

But no time in its history has more poignancy than when its walls
sheltered those clinging precariously to life during the Spanish flu
pandemic of 1918.



