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Heidner’s Annual Poolside Gathering Honors
the Anthony Rizzo Family Foundation

n the evening of July 24, 2021, Barrington Hills residents Alisa and Rick

Heidner and family hosted their extraordinary 5th annual fundraising event

in support of the Anthony Rizzo Family Foundation. This year, the poolside
gala was held at Collin Heidner’s home, a gorgeous country estate reminiscent of the
rural Cotswolds in England. Proceeds from the event surpassed a stunning $604,000. “I
am overwhelmed with our community’s generosity;,” Rick Heidner said. “This will help
so many families through the Anthony Rizzo Family Foundation. It’s such a beautiful
event and gives me great joy, Heidner said of his family’s labor of love that supports the
foundation.

Seventy percent of families who have a child battling cancer run the risk of financial
bankruptcy, says Abby Suarez, executive director of the Anthony Rizzo Family Founda-
tion. During Rizzos own cancer treatment years ago, his mom, Laurie, left her job. At
the same time, Rizzo’s grandmother was fighting breast cancer. “No family can plan for a
medical experience such as cancer,” Suarez said. Knowing the weight that an entire family
bears, Rizzo created the foundation to help others with similar challenges.

This year’s gathering was a welcome chance to see family and friends after the pan-
demic had shut down social events. Seeing Anthony Rizzo is always exciting, yet after the
event, somewhat bittersweet, as guests learned a few weeks after the event that Rizzo has
moved to New York to play with the Yankees. Yet Rick Heidner believes the fundraising
must go on. We'll stay tuned to see what is possible!
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Top: The Heidner family at their event. Above: Alisa and Rick
Heidner with their grandchild.
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